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evening of the 16th.   The affair was conducted with
all the punctilios of naval etiquette, and the German
admiral departed into the fog which clouded the
Firth of Forth with such formal salutes as might
have attended a visit of officers of one great fleet
to another.   The humiliation of Germany was too
dire to need expression "by word or ceremony ;  the
fact shouted itself throughout all the world.    On
Wednesday the 20th the handing over of the sub-
marines began.   At a point thirty-five miles from
the Essex coast Admiral Sir Reginald Tyrwhitt with
five British light cruisers received the surrender of
the first twenty U-boats.   It was a fine morning,
with a quiet sea and the sun shining through the
mist, when the British seamen saw the low grey
hulls, escorted by German transports, coming from
the east.    Only one submarine flew the German
ensign,  and all had their numbers painted out.
They were navigated by their own crews till close
to Harwich, when British officers took charge, the
white ensign was run up above the solitary German
flag, and the German sailors embarked on their
transports to go home.    A grimmer scene could
scarcely be conceived.   The enemy craft were re-
ceived in silence by the British cruisers, who had
their men at action stations and their guns trained
on the new-comers.   There was no hint of fraterniza-
tion, scarcely a word was spoken, and the British
sailors looked stolidly at the men who had disgraced
their calling.  A hiss or a taunt would have been less
insulting than that deadly stillness.
Next day, Thursday the 21st, in the same ominous
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